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International Air Congress (June, 1923) for vessels with
displacement of 180 tons, with speed of 80 miles an hour
capable of a non-stop flight of 2,500 miles and a range of
24,000 miles. Such airships would be designed to carry
200 passengers and 11 tons of mail and freight.
In June, 1923, the British Air Ministry called for three
types of aeroplanes: (1) an aeroplane with a single engine
for transport to be used in Europe; (2) a three-engined
machine for Imperial communications connecting Croy-
den-Egypt-India-Australia; and (3) an aeroplane for
transport in the Middle East. The specifications for the
Middle Eastern type called for one or three engines
(total horsepower not to exceed 1,000), the ability to fly
level on two-thirds of its total horsepower while carrying
three-fourths of its load capacity, to be built preferably
of metal construction in order to withstand great varia-
tion of temperature and humidity. Long flights are con-
templated since it is specified that the machine must "be
able to fly 500 miles at full throttle against a wind of
thirty miles per hour while the machine travels at a
height of 10,000 feet. Among other details, there must
be provision for refrigeration, an adequate supply of
drinking water, and cooking arrangements. The machine
requires a crew of two persons and must be able to ac-
commodate at least eight passengers with an allowance
of 236 pounds per passenger with baggage. In Decem-
ber, 1923, details regarding the formation of the British-
subsidized Imperial Air Transport Co., Ltd., were pub-
lished. These various plans call attention to a revolution
in Near and Middle Eastern communications.
Already, regular air travel has been inaugurated, con-
necting the leading cities of England, France, Switzer-
land, Germany and Eussia. In the middle of 1923, a new
airway was opened between Moscow and Tiflis (Soviet
Georgia); and since London and Manchester are already
linked aerially with Berlin and Moscow, air travel is

